                                                                                   Matthew 1:1-17  

                                                                         January 17, 2010

Day One – Recap of Matthew 1:1-17
I thought I’d begin by pointing out that Jared preached on Matthew 1:17 on 1/17.  I’m not saying that this means that this is God’s favorite passage in the Bible, but I think the case could be made…

You have probably heard me say this by now, but I think it deserves another saying: Matthew’s inclusion of a genealogy at the beginning of his Gospel is really, really significant and the way he builds this particular genealogy is also really, really significant.  It doesn’t have quite the flair of John’s high-falutin’ prologue or Luke’s beautiful songs and memorable Christmas story.  It is not the attention-grabbing “hook” we are used to with many pieces of literature, e.g. “It was the best of times, and it was the worst of times,” “Call me Ishmael,” or perhaps my favorite: “When Gregor Samsa woke up one morning from unsettling dreams, he found himself changed in his bed into a monstrous vermin.”  Maybe not, but we would be foolish to allow an initial awkwardness keep us from all the Matthew has to offer.
Matthew’s genealogy is really a synopsis of the entire book, where he proceeds to show how a new age has dawned in Christ and how things in this new age are different.  Matthew is literally rephrasing and reorganizing Israel’s history in order to show how it culminates in Christ.  He highlights certain characteristics which would not normally have been mentioned, setting a foundation for a life which would conform to no expectation except the Father’s.  When we encounter behavior and teaching which shocks us in Jesus’ ministry, we can look back to Matthew’s first words and remember that we should expect it.  To quote an old car commercial, this just isn’t your Father’s Messiah.
The inclusion of the Gentile women of questionable reputation highlights that God’s plan extends beyond Israel, as well as the oft-repeated simple idea that God uses unexpected people to accomplish His will.  If there is one thing we can say for certain about God’s methods, it’s that there doesn’t seem to be any correlation between our expectations and God’s means.  When Israel failed, these Gentile women stepped up to the plate and were faithful.  Can you imagine their reaction If they had known that God saw fit to include them in the very pedigree of the Messiah when more “suitable” Israelites, even kings, were omitted?
Think of a few more Biblical examples of how God has used the lowly to accomplish his purposes.
How should this affect our assessment of ourselves and  our attitude toward others?

Day 2 Read Matthew 1:18-25.

Write a summary sentence of this passage.

List the characters in these verses.

Make a list of the facts concerning birth of Jesus.

Who would you say is the most prominent character in this story?  Why?

What is Joseph’s response to the message from the angel of the Lord?

How important is it for you to be obedient to the Lord?  What does obedience reveal about you?

Day 3 Read Luke 1-2.

As you think about these different accounts of the birth of Jesus, do you see the different point of view of each?

From whose perspective is the story written in Luke?  In Matthew?

What is the most important fact to humankind in this story?  Why?

Day 4 Read Matthew 1:18-25.

What are the different names mentioned of the child Mary was to bear?

What is the meaning of each name?

How are these names significant in your life?

Day 5

Do you believe that Jesus was actually born of a virgin?

How would you explain the significance of the virgin birth to someone?

Is this an essential doctrine of the Christian faith?  

Last week we say that Jesus was rightfully the heir to the throne of the kingdom.  

This week we learn of His deity.   

What is your daily response to the divine King as He rules and reigns over the kingdom of which we, as His children, are citizens?

Day Six

If you are looking to go a little bit deeper in your understanding of the text for this week, try one of these resources:

Craig Keener’s commentary at Bible Gateway.com  This is short and sweet but may offer a little bit more information than the study guide and sermon.

J.C. Ryle  A Puritan writer who isn’t ashamed to write like it, he’s nevertheless a brilliant thinker who has a lot to offer.
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