                                                                                           Matthew 1:1-17  


                          January 10, 2010

Day One – Recap of Matthew 1-10
There is so much that I would like to say about this wonderful book that I don’t know where to begin.  Matthew is the one book into which I’ve ever invested a lot of time, so it’s sort of like sitting down with a good friend for a cup of coffee when you haven’t seen them in a while.  Conversation may be slightly awkward at first, but it doesn’t take long until you’re right back where you left off.  There’s a level of comfort and ease with someone like that.  More than just a personal anecdote, I always say something like that about Matthew because I hope that we can all work toward that sort of familiarity with the Bible.  If we are diligent to really dig deeper month by month and year by year, I think we will all be more able to see Scripture as more of a cherished friend than the “ole’ ball and chain,” as we often do.  In this case, familiarity shouldn’t breed contempt.  
If the work we did in Ephesians was that of a microbiologist, we’ll be doing something more like a doctor in Matthew.  We’ll be taking larger passages of Scripture so we don’t lose “the forest for the trees.”  This last week we were more like anthropologists looking at the Bible from 32,000 feet, trying to get a big picture of what’s going in the first half of Matthew.  Just like some of us are made to be microbiologists and look at the nitty-gritty and some are made to look at the big picture of human civilization like the anthropologist, it’s sort of similar with the way we look at the Bible.  Some of you probably love to dig deep into the meat of a text, doing word studies and diagramming sentences and gathering all sorts of facts.  Some of you would probably rather look at the big picture, understanding the Bible as a story instead a bunch of words.  If the anthropologists and microbiologists never cooperated in the scientific community, there would be chaos.  I think it’s the same for us in our particular community, and we should always have a fair amount of grace and empathy when dealing with those who don’t share our particular disposition.  

Matthew 1-10 is really where the Old Testament meets the New Testament, not only in terms of position but also theologically.  It’s where Israel meets Jesus.  This is true to some degree in all the Gospels, but especially here in Matthew.  We get to see Jesus’ genealogy.  We get to see details about his birth and early ministry, where he meets his predecessor the Baptist and confronts Satan himself in the wilderness.  We get to see the heart of Jesus teaching when he delivers his “Sermon on the Mount,” which I would wager was just as misunderstood by his contemporaries as it is by the politicians and talk-show hosts who misquote it today.  We get to see the heart of his ministry to the poor and socially outcast.  We get to see his direction to the disciples and then his assurance that they faced a difficult road.  

And, although we don’t see it until chapter 11, we all know the sad truth of the rest of the story.  Israel didn’t like what they saw in Jesus.  They were inconsistent just like most religious people, hating him for being too conservative at times and hating him for being too liberal at others.  They rejected his message and killed him for it.  They wanted no part of his offer.  
Chances are you don’t hate Jesus, but you may not love him either.  Have you rejected his offer?

Day Two – Read 1:1-17
Whew!  Glad that’s over.  What a boring way to begin the New Testament!

(Note: Do not say this in my presence or I will become uncontrollably agitated.)

It’s actually not a boring way to begin the New Testament at all, it’s just really strange to us because we don’t speak Hebrew and we don’t know much about the Old Testament.  If we did, we wouldn’t have such a difficult time with all the strange names and would understand their significance a little better.

Since you’ve already taken the time to read through the passage, just take a few moments and record any names that you actually know in the space below.  List something you know about these individuals too, using some sort of Bible dictionary or the internet if you need them.  (Wikipedia is probably not the best choice.)
Day Three 
Identify how Matthew structures this passage.

Each of these time periods in Israel’s history was different.  If each of these represents a distinct period of history, what does that say about the period following the birth of Christ?
Think about how the cultures of the Middle East in the First Century thought about women.  How does this piece of information make this genealogy more interesting?

What possible reason might Matthew have for including Gentile women in this genealogy?

Day Four
Read Genesis 38, Joshua 2, Ruth 1:1-4, and 2 Samuel 11.  
All of these women are included in the genealogy.  What two things do they all have in common?

Since all these Gentile women were faithful when Israel was not, what does this do for Israel’s pride as God’s only chosen people?

What do these inclusions do for your understanding of God’s chosen people?

Day Five
How is distinctive about the way Matthew describes Jesus birth?  What might this mean?
Why would Matthew include both Abraham and David in vv. 1 and 17?

This passage still might not be your favorite, but what does this week’s depth teach us about every single passage contained within the Bible?
Day Six
If you are looking to go a little bit deeper in your understanding of the text for this week, try one of these resources:

Craig Keener’s commentary at Bible Gateway.com  This is short and sweet but may offer a little bit more information than the study guide and sermon.

J.C. Ryle  A Puritan writer who isn’t ashamed to write like it, he’s nevertheless a brilliant thinker who has a lot to offer.

Sermons Transcripts:

John MacArthur
Ligon Duncan – Highly recommended

 Terry Johnson
Audio:

Mark Dever - Overview
John Piper
D.A. Carson – Tough to beat once you get past the French-Canadian accent 
S. Lewis Johnson – Just about anything you would want to know and much more
