                                                                                              Philippians –4:10-23


                                          August 30, 2009

Day One – Recap of 4:1-9

If by chance you’ve been puzzled about the placement of Chapter 4 verse 1 in relation to the rest of the text for this week, do not despair!  Your salvation is intact and no one is going to call you a “liberal” (at least not for this particular reason…).  Chapter divisions in the Bible were not added until fairly recently and do not always capture the flow of a passage.  This is one example of such an occurrence.  It’s a shame they messed up here, too, because 4:1 forms the end of what someone smarter than me has called an inclusio.  It’s basically like a Bible sandwich, with one piece of bread being 3:1 and the bottom piece being 4:1.  If you read these two verses you’ll see what I mean, as they do sound a whole lot alike.  This is a helpful clue to us good readers that these verses should be grouped together as one unit.  
Most Christians agree that the “canon” of the Bible is closed, which simply means that you can’t add or subtract anything to it.  This is a real bummer in some ways, as we do not know exactly what God thinks about certain contemporary issues.  Wouldn’t it be nice if we had a verse or two on health care reform or how many miles per gallon a Gospel-centered car should get?  This is not all bad, however, because it is a great relief to me that my name will never be immortalized as an example of what not to do.  I can see it now, perhaps something like “I entreat Stefan McBride and Rick Ashley to agree on…well…anything would be nice…”  
But, as it turns out, Euodia and Synteche are not obscure names from some far-away place.  They are you and I.  Paul’s repeated pleas for unity and humility earlier in the book were not just something nice to think about, but instead are inextricably linked with the normal Christian life.  If the rubber hits the road anywhere, it is in our relationships between fellow believers.  Here is the most critical place to exercise “others-centeredness” and deny ourselves.  Note Jesus’ words, here recorded in John 13:  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  When we love fellow Christians we model our heavenly citizenship.  
The next several verses are as rich as any.  Here we see the blueprints of an entire worldview, or perhaps what we might term an “anti-world view.”  Whereas the world around us grounds its happiness in circumstances, we rejoice always.  Whereas the world around us is subject to moodiness and emotion, we are to be characterized as reasonable.  Whereas the world looks to the future with worry, we place our confidence in God’s provision.  Whereas the world is plagued with inner turmoil, we are to have the very peace of God.  Whereas the world focuses on the base and superficial, we are to devote our time and talents to the things which are beautiful and will endure.
If you are anything like me, I suspect that you struggle with the kind of daily dependence on God that Paul here describes.  Perhaps we are too theologically sophisticated to actually reach the point of anxiety, at least in our appearance.  Even so I think we rarely are able to reach this point, where concern over our existence has actually been given over to the Lord.  Again, remember Jesus’ words:
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life?  And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin,  yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”

Everyone wants inner peace, or at least claims to want peace.  Here lies the answer to the turmoil and angst that plagues our culture, right where one should expect but few actually look.  Anxiety is really just anti-faith, and if we are to ever escape the clutches of worry we must cling to God’s goodness and his provision for our lives.
Verses 8 and 9 are a sober reminder of the simple fact that God cares about the world.  God gave us a world rich in resources and a creative mind for good reason.  When we use our talents and invest our time into worthwhile things, we actually mirror God’s character (pretty much the reason we do everything).  Just as God took chaos and nothing and spoke creation into existence, so also we are able to take raw material and make it beautiful.  God loves order, and so should we.  

This is not just an appeal to artists or craftsmen.  We fulfill these commands anytime we use our God-given abilities to create good things.  We also fulfill these commands when we take pleasure in good things and displeasure those things which are ugly, corrupted, ill-reputed, etc.  We must allow our minds to be renewed and molded by good things.  This may mean avoiding many aspects of the culture around us, for too often it embraces lower things as a means to instant gratification.  

Actively pursue unity and humility in your exchanges with members of Christ Community Church.  If someone hasn’t already made you mad or done something offensive, just give it some time.  When it does happen, think less of your feelings and remember that Christ died for that person.

Remember this week what God has done for you in the past.  Rest in the knowledge that he will continue to care for you in his perfect way.

Avoid the superficial pleasures around you.  Take time to enjoy those things which require thought and effort.  Either make some good or enjoy that which you find.
Day 2  Read Philippians 4:10-21.

How would you title verses 10-21?

Do you see a transition in Paul’s thought in these verses?

If Paul had stopped with verse 13, what message could the Philippians have received about his circumstances?

From verses 10-13, would you conclude that Paul is a contented person?

Make a list of the things that show Paul’s confidence in verses 10-13.

How can you apply these principles to your life?

Day 3   Read Phil. 4:14-21.

In the previous passage, Paul emphasized the spiritual principle of dependence on the Lord rather than on human help.  In verses 14-21 he expresses appreciation for the gifts sent from Philippi.

Is this the first gift the Philippians had sent to Paul to support the ministry?

Explain the phrase “no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving.”

How is this applicable in the ministry of CCC?  In your personal life?

What do you think is the most important thing about the gift from Paul’s perspective?

Day 4  Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-3; Proverbs 3:9-10.

Read and meditate on Phil. 4:19.

How did the Philippians understand the message of this verse?  (do not forget their circumstances)

Is this verse applicable to your life?  In what ways does your lifestyle and attitude reveal that God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus?

Why do you think your closest friends or your family would say that you are, or are not, a content person?

Day 5  Read Phil. 4:20-22.

Define saint…saints in these verses.

Do you think every true believer is a saint?   Explain.

 Verse 20 is a sample of the saints’ worship.  Saints are not people to be worshiped; they are people who worship.

Paul began the concluding portion of Philippians with a doxology.  A doxology is a word about glory; it is an outburst of praise and adoration that honors and ascribes glory to God.

 Doxologies in Scripture are fitting responses to doctrinal truth.  This one flowed from Paul’s exuberant joy over the magnificent truths he had been inspired by God to expound in this letter. True worship flows from divine truth.—MacArthur NTC--John MacArthur

Paul began this letter by wishing the Philippians grace (1:2), and he concludes it the same way.

The resource all believers need most is the grace that comes from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Day Six
Allow yourself some time to explore some other material on these verses.  Here are some suggestions:

http://bible.org/seriespage/philippians-introduction-argument-and-outline 
This is a short commentary over Philippians by well-known New Testament scholar Daniel Wallace.  Don’t try to read the whole thing (phew!), but just look for what interests you and helps your understanding.

http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/index.php?action=getBookSections&cid=8&source=1

This is another short commentary by scholar Gordon Fee.

http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/resources/author-index/a/DA_Carson/scripture/philippians#

These are a wonderful set of audio sermons over Philippians by D.A. Carson.

If you would like to purchase a book-length commentary over Philippians, here are a few suggestions in order of difficulty.

· Ralph Martin, New Century Bible

· Frank Thielman, Philippians: NIV Application Series

· John MacArthur, Philippians: The MacArthur New Testament Commentary series
· Gordon Fee, Philippians: New International Commentary on the New Testament

· P.T. O’Brien, Philippians: New International Greek Commentary on the New Testament
