                                                                                     Philippians – 3:1-11


August 9, 2009

Day One – Recap of 2:12-30
When reading verses 12 and 13, I have to admit that I often get a picture in my mind of the grandpa on “Where the Red Fern Grows”.  Although I haven’t seen the movie in years, I remember grandpa’s promise to young “Billy” that he would have to meet God halfway if he really wanted to get his coon hounds.  As much as I enjoyed the movie and as much as I love my own Redbone Coonhound (sweet little Martha), I must confess that I don’t think Paul here wants us to meet God “halfway.”  What exactly does Paul mean when he tells us to “work out our salvation”?
There’s no easy answer.  We know we have to square these verses with the rest of the Bible, so it wouldn’t very well make since if Paul was telling us to work for our salvation.  In fact, justification by faith alone is largely present throughout Paul’s letters, and we would do well to remember it.  We know we can’t deserve our salvation through works.
I think it would be helpful if we took some time to think about salvation in its fullest sense.  American Christianity usually refers to salvation as a one-time event, without any discussion of what goes on “before I was saved” or “after I was saved.”  Salvation is merely what happens when we believe.  Typically, however, the Bible is more expansive than this in using the term.  When we see “salvation” here it may be referring to God’s eternal plan, the process leading up to one’s decision, the decision itself, a transformed life, good works, perseverance, and/or our eternal glory in heaven.  So which one(s) does Paul mean?

The text is not that specific, but it is improbable that it is only talking about one’s initial decision to follow Christ.  It is more likely that he means the whole process of salvation, whereby we become more and more like Christ (which we saw in the first part of chapter 2), culminating in our glorified body .  So Paul is just telling us to make our salvation real, almost that we would actually bring it to “fruition.”  God called us, and we in turn act like it.  So…act like it!
Of the literally trillions of things we might do to appear blameless to those around us, isn’t it interesting that Paul commands us not to…grumble?  Surely there’s something more important than not grumbling.  What about murder, theft, or perhaps even kindness to animals? How did grumbling make the cut?
Throughout the last several weeks we have discussed the idea of our citizenship lying in heaven and not on this earth.  Paul repeatedly commands us to behave as through we are merely “sojourners” in the land, placed here for a time but anxiously awaiting our home.  What better way to demonstrate this sort of mentality than contentment?  Why would a sojourner have the need to complain about his present situation when he has an infinitely better kingdom to look forward to?  As it turns out, Paul’s command to not complain is an excellent way to demonstrate the radical distinction between life lived for this world only and life lived with eternity in mind.  
I think we would all agree how difficult it is to find genuine friends.  Imagine for a moment what the prospects for the Apostle Paul might have been.  He lived largely without companionship, and you can feel the emotion when he tells the Philippians about Timothy and Epaphroditus and what they mean to him.  He truly loved these men, but not for all the same reasons we typically love our friends.  These two men shared Paul’s passion for the proclamation of the gospel and were willing to do anything for the cause of Christ.
If we really are sojourners in this land, we must strive to emulate Timothy and Epaphroditus in their commitment to gospel-centered friendship.  As much as we would all like to be a Christian version of Rambo and go it alone, this is not a viable option.  We will either stick together, bound by mutual commitment to Christ’s kingdom, or we will surely fail.  As church planters, this is all the more true for us. 
Do you look like you are a Christian?  I don’t think we can ask the question enough.

Recall an episode where another Christian was able to strengthen your spiritual growth .  Emulate them. 
Day Two – Read 3:1-11
3:2 dogs. During the first century, dogs roamed the streets and were essentially wild scavengers. Because dogs were such filthy animals, the Jews loved to refer to Gentiles as dogs. Yet here Paul refers to Jews, specifically the Judaizers, as dogs to describe their sinful, vicious, and uncontrolled character. 

evil workers. The Judaizers prided themselves on being workers of righteousness. Yet Paul described their works as evil, since any attempt to please God by one’s own efforts and draw attention away from Christ’s accomplished redemption is the worst kind of wickedness. mutilation. In contrast to the Greek word for “circumcision,” which means “to cut around,” this term means “to cut down (off).” Like the prophets of Baal (1 Kin. 18:28) and pagans who mutilated their bodies in their frenzied rituals, which were forbidden in the OT (Lev. 19:28; 21:5; Deut. 14:1; Is. 15:2; Hos. 7:14), the Judaizers’ circumcision was, ironically, no spiritual symbol; it was merely physical mutilation. The MacArthur Study Bible 

   1–2 Paul was so incensed against those who pressed for Gentiles to become Jews that he called them dogs, the name that Jews gave to Gentiles. These people, however, were more deserving of the name than any Gentile because of the way that they liked to ‘prowl round the Christian congregations, seeking to win Gentile converts over to Judaism’ (Beare, Philippians), and so such converts needed to watch out for them. They were ‘evil workers’ (nrsv), turning people aside from truth and freedom (Mt. 23:15; 2 Cor. 11:13; Gal. 1:7–9). Because circumcision had no spiritual value they were just mutilators of the flesh. 3 When the spiritual value of circumcision is no longer there, the practice becomes only an external rite, a matter of confidence in the flesh. It is we who are the circumcision, says Paul. While some think that he may have been speaking just of Jewish Christians, the evidence is that Paul, and the NT writers generally, take up all the titles and privileges of the people of God from OT days and apply them to Christians, whether Jewish or Gentile (e.g. Eph. 2:11–22; 1 Pet. 2:4–10). -The New Bible Commentary 
 

 Are there ‘evil workers’ turning people aside from truth and freedom today? 
Why do you think they are able to deceive professing believers? 

What can Christ Community Church (you) do to prevent your church family from being deceived? 

Do you really believe there is “truth war” in our culture?  In our world?  Are you in the battle? 

Day Three – Read 3:4-6
List the things of the flesh in which Paul could have put his confidence.
Which of these things do you think would be most important to a Jew in Paul’s day?  Why? 

Now make a list of the things of the flesh you have seen people put their confidence in today. 

What have you done in your flesh that gives you confidence before God? 

Day Four – Read 3:7-8a
What did Paul do with “whatever gain he had according to the flesh?” 

Why did he count these things as loss? 

Do you think he saw them as a false basis of confidence and even a hindrance to him? 

If you looked at your life honestly, what do you put confidence in (anyone or anything) that is actually a hindrance to your spiritual life? 
Day Five – Read 8b-11
Why did Paul want to be found in Christ not having a righteousness of his own? 

Where did Paul want his righteousness to come from? 

If you had the same desire as Paul, how would your attitude be different? 

How would this desire change your daily walk? 

Day Six
Allow yourself some time to explore some other material on these verses.  Here are some suggestions:

http://bible.org/seriespage/philippians-introduction-argument-and-outline 
This is a short commentary over Philippians by well-known New Testament scholar Daniel Wallace.  Don’t try to read the whole thing (phew!), but just look for what interests you and helps your understanding.

http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/index.php?action=getBookSections&cid=8&source=1

This is another short commentary by scholar Gordon Fee.

http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/resources/author-index/a/DA_Carson/scripture/philippians#

These are a wonderful set of audio sermons over Philippians by D.A. Carson.

If you would like to purchase a book-length commentary over Philippians, here are a few suggestions in order of difficulty.

· Ralph Martin, New Century Bible

· Frank Thielman, Philippians: NIV Application Series

· John MacArthur, Philippians: The MacArthur New Testament Commentary series
· Gordon Fee, Philippians: New International Commentary on the New Testament

· P.T. O’Brien, Philippians: New International Greek Commentary on the New Testament
