                                                                                   Philippians –2:12-30


August 2, 2009

Day One – Recap of 2:1-11
The unity of the church is one of the most prominent themes found within the New Testament.  The emphasis seems obvious, for people in general tend to gravitate toward dissension and quarrel, even with seemingly unimportant things like the placement of the organ or carpet color.  If it weren’t so sinful, such pathetic episodes could be comical.  
 In these verses, Paul grounds his plea for unity with a strong emphasis on humility.  Of course, thanks to a couple thousand years of Christian influence in the West, we know humility is an admirable trait, even if we don’t necessarily practice it.  This was not the case in Paul’s context, however.  Our current vision of humility was quite offensive and, well, pathetic to Romans.  This only served to make Paul’s pleas for humility more difficult.  Only a pitiful person would have wanted to be considered humble.
Despite this, Paul did call his fellow believers to a radically new standard.   Through humility the church was able to achieve true unity and model a new community to the outside world.  These believers committed to serving the needs of others and placing one’s own interests second, demonstrating a totally foreign perspective to the surrounding culture.  Instrument placement and carpet color will always recede into the background when one focuses on the needs of the others.  
In addition to humility being the foundation for unity within the body, it also turns out that it was one of the central themes of Jesus’ time on earth.  In some of the most beautiful and informative verses in all the bible, Paul explains this to his readers in verses 5 – 11.  Here we get a revealing look at Jesus as a person and are able to see humility clearly modeled in the life of Christ.

Paul explains that although Jesus has an exalted place in heaven, He thought it greater to assume a lowly position in order that he might serve those whom he loved.  His position, although deserved, was not so important that it would keep him from his passion to secure a people.  Most of us could learn quite a lesson from Jesus’ attitude, as we are prone to consider ourselves much too important, even if we are sly enough to hide it.  
If we are serious about forging a unity at Christ Community Church that will withstand any fire, we must follow the example of Christ.  

How does Christ’s example of humility motivate you to do the same?

Day Two – Read 2:12-13

In verse 12, what does Paul say about the Philippians?  What command does he give?
In verse 13, what do we learn about God’s role in our pursuit of holiness?
     

“Work out” here has the sense of bringing to completion.  It is not a matter of working for salvation.  We could never do that.  The very word salvation (which means ‘rescue’) signifies that we cannot save ourselves, but we can and must live lives that show God’s saving power that we have made our own. (New Bible Commentary) 

In verse 13, what do we learn about God’s reason for saving us? 

If you have time, read Hebrews 13:21; John 15:4-5; Ephesians 2:5, 8; and1Corinthians 15:10. 
How do these verses apply to your life? 

Day Three – Read 2:14-18
Is verse 14 a suggestion or a command?   

Read 1 Peter 4:9 and 1 Timothy 2:8. 

What is the result of their obedience to this command? 

Read Matt. 5:14, 16; Titus 2:10. 

The word used here could mean ‘hold fast’ or hold out.  We are to hold fast to the word, but above all to offer it is as the word of life for a perishing world.   

Day Four – Read 2:19-30
Make a list of everything you learn about Timothy. 

Read this passage again and make a list of everything you learn about Epaphroditus. 

Read the passage again very carefully and make a list of everything you learn about Paul. 

Write a description of each man with the material from these verses.

What did learn about them that you should consider developing in your life?

 

Day Five – Read 2:12-30
Mark every reference to rejoice/joy in these verses. 

Where is Paul as he is writing this letter?

What are the circumstances surrounding the believers at Philippi?

Do you think Paul can rejoice in his circumstances? Why, or why not? 

Do you think he really expects the Philippians to rejoice? 

When your circumstances are not what you want them to be, do you rejoice in the Lord?   

How can we develop a lifestyle of true Christian joy? 

Day Six
Allow yourself some time to explore some other material on these verses.  Here are some suggestions:

http://bible.org/seriespage/philippians-introduction-argument-and-outline 
This is a short commentary over Philippians by well-known New Testament scholar Daniel Wallace.  Don’t try to read the whole thing (phew!), but just look for what interests you and helps your understanding.

http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/index.php?action=getBookSections&cid=8&source=1

This is another short commentary by scholar Gordon Fee.

http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/resources/author-index/a/DA_Carson/scripture/philippians#

These are a wonderful set of audio sermons over Philippians by D.A. Carson.

If you would like to purchase a book-length commentary over Philippians, here are a few suggestions in order of difficulty.

· Ralph Martin, New Century Bible

· Frank Thielman, Philippians: NIV Application Series

· John MacArthur, Philippians: The MacArthur New Testament Commentary series
· Gordon Fee, Philippians: New International Commentary on the New Testament

· P.T. O’Brien, Philippians: New International Greek Commentary on the New Testament
