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July 26, 2009

Day One – Recap of 1:12-30
What is the one overarching passion of your life?  What motivates your decisions?  Perhaps you are driven by the desire to gain the approval of others, financial security, or your children.  These are common but may not be the most prevalent in our particular circles.  No doubt many of find our passion in doing good things, reading books about the Bible, or spending time with our church family.  
Depending on the emphasis we place on these, passions like these can be healthy and are important for making us well-balanced individuals.  As we look over the first chapter of Philippians, however, we are confronted with a different way to live.  Gone are the normal pursuits we all enjoy.  Paul seems to concerned only with what we might most readily call the gospel.  
When we throw the word “gospel” around, we usually mean a sort of plan of salvation.  We present the “gospel” so that a person believes in Jesus Christ and becomes saved.  Although Paul certainly means this, it also seems apparent that he means much more than we might by this term.  The entire first chapter of Philippians helps us to get a better grasp of just what Paul means by this term and in what motivated his life.
In verses 12-18 we are able to see very clear Paul’s passion for the “advance of the Gospel.”  He is so very concerned that the good news of Christ be proclaimed that he is willing to overlook the integrity of those who do the proclaiming.  This is not an indication of Paul’s concern for sound character, for we see in many places his command that those who teach be held to a higher standard.  He is instead here demonstrating for us his intense desire that Christ be proclaimed.  “The Gospel at any cost” might well be Paul’s motto.  

Verses 19-26 again demonstrate Paul’s passion for the gospel, this time in the form of his commitment to other Christians.  Paul places his own desires behind the needs of others, with the hope that these actions will be a picture of this gospel.  Paul’s desire is to be with the Lord and leave his current afflictions, and yet he gladly suppresses these longings so that he might be an encouragement to the younger believers around him.  To do so is to avoid bringing any shame to Christ.  It is obvious where Paul’s unreserved loyalty lies.
For Paul, the good news that Israel’s messiah had arrived to bring salvation was not just for church.  He allowed the truth of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection to radically impact every aspect of his life, regardless of how inconvenient or unpleasant.  It appears he could scarcely think of anything else.  His friendships, his prayers, his preaching, his hopes, his behavior; nothing in Paul’s life was left untouched by his apprehension of Christ’s message of salvation.  

Every one of us longs to imitate Paul in our lifestyle.  Consider the fact that it was his very comprehension and application of the Gospel that so distinguished his service to the church.
How is your life radicalized by your understanding of Jesus Christ’s message of hope?
Day Two – Read 2:1-11
In verse 1, Paul’s use of “if” does not convey a question, but is more like saying “since.” 

Paul is continuing his exhortation for the Philippians to live in Christian unity.  

In verse 1 Paul gives four reasons for such unity.  List them.

 

In verse 2 Paul gives four ways to describe it.  List them.

 

In verse 3 there are two negatives to avoid and two positives to follow, in verse 4 a negative and a positive.  List these negatives and positives.
 

Think on the importance of Christian unity to Christ Community Church.  What can you do to make true unity a reality?

Day Three – Read 2:1-5
Mark every command Paul gives to the Philippians.

Note the reference to the mind (or thinking) in verse 1.
Doing things from rivalry or conceit are inevitably enemies of fellowship and hindrances to unity.
What are realistic ways of overcoming these enemies of fellowship and hindrances to unity?

 

How can you practice humility?  (Eph. 4:1-3; Rom. 12:10)

 

How can we put the interests of others ahead of our own interests?  (Rom 15:2-3; 1 Cor. 10:24, 33; Gal. 6:2
Day Four – Read 2:5-11
Mark every reference to Jesus Christ including pronouns.

 

You might want to make a list of the things Jesus did that revealed His attitude. (vv. 6-8)

 

How would you explain to a new believer what Paul meant by instructing the Philippians to “have this mind among yourselves which is yours in Christ Jesus” ?  (v. 5)

 

Day Five – Read 2:9-11
 What does the therefore refer to in verse 9?
 

 What was the result of Christ’s humility and obedience to God?

 

 How can we have the same mind/attitude of Christ?

 

 What will be the result?

Day Six
Allow yourself some time to explore some other material on these verses.  Here are some suggestions:

http://bible.org/seriespage/philippians-introduction-argument-and-outline 
This is a short commentary over Philippians by well-known New Testament scholar Daniel Wallace.  Don’t try to read the whole thing (phew!), but just look for what interests you and helps your understanding.

http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/index.php?action=getBookSections&cid=8&source=1

This is another short commentary by scholar Gordon Fee.

http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/resources/author-index/a/DA_Carson/scripture/philippians#

These are a wonderful set of audio sermons over Philippians by D.A. Carson.

If you would like to purchase a book-length commentary over Philippians, here are a few suggestions in order of difficulty.

· Ralph Martin, New Century Bible

· Frank Thielman, Philippians: NIV Application Series

· John MacArthur, Philippians: The MacArthur New Testament Commentary series
· Gordon Fee, Philippians: New International Commentary on the New Testament

· P.T. O’Brien, Philippians: New International Greek Commentary on the New Testament
