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Day One – Recap of 1:1-11
If there is one indisputable fact about Paul, it is that he places a high value on prayer.  The prayers written within his epistles are both frequent and profound.  These petitions not only give us a glimpse into Paul’s very soul but also provide us with a helpful model for our own prayer lives.  Last week’s text stands as a rich example of the true character of Christian prayer.
The letter begins with Paul’s standard greeting, identifying himself as author, declaring himself a servant of Christ and wishing the recipients grace and peace.  We must be careful, however, not to overlook  the significance of these short comments.  Paul never tires of including the accolade of “servant” when introducing himself to his readers, as “servant” characterized his entire life.  Paul seemed to think only of what his master wanted.  He lived a difficult existence by anyone’s standards, most of which was brought on by his commitment to further the kingdom of Christ.  He truly had forsaken any claim on his own life.
Paul begins his prayer with a heartfelt thanksgiving for the Philippians’ generous contribution, especially considering their financial situation.  Through this generosity and the reports he has received about the state of the Philippian church, he can say that he these believers are truly “participating” with him in his ministry.  The believers at Philippi are a source of strength for Paul, who is presently suffering in prison.  Having laid so much down for his church planting efforts, we can understand why this good news was so sweet to Paul and provided him with so much encouragement.
We must not mistake his contentment with complacency, however.  His prayer for these believers focuses squarely on their perseverance in the faith with a vision for even greater progress in the future.  He assures them that Christ will continually be at work through them until His final purposes are achieved in their glorification.  He wants them to demonstrate more love to one another, promoting a solid unity upon the Gospel.  He also prays that these believers will be given greater discernment so as to better understand the mind of Christ.  This idea of approving the right things will receive much more attention later in the book.

A grand beginning which is only a taste of glorious things to come!
Paul held a special relationship with those in Philippi, rooted in a common vision for the advance of the gospel.  Have you ever been in a situation where you too felt this intimacy under the banner of Christ?  In a few sentences describe this experience.

According to vs. 9-11, what should drive our prayers for other believers?  Note Paul’s priorities in contrast to what we often pray.  Using Paul’s model, write out a prayer for Christ Community Church.
Day Two – 1:12-30
Read this passage.

Divide this passage into three sections, giving each section a title.
Rereading the passage, mark the following key words in a distinctive way:  Christ, joy/rejoice, imprisonment, gospel.    

Day Three – 1:12-18
What served to advance the gospel? 

Why was Paul put in prison? 

How did Paul’s imprisonment affect most of the brothers?

          

What did Paul say caused him to rejoice?           

           

What brings you joy?  Is your joy tied only to circumstances?

Day Four – 1:19-26
What can you tell about a person from what brings them shame?

What does Paul’s concern tell us about his priorities?

Write an explanation of v. 21 from Paul’s perspective.

Now write an explanation of  v. 21 from your perspective

Why was Paul hard pressed between the desire to depart and be with Christ and to remain in the flesh? 

When have you put others’ spiritual needs before your own physical needs? 

          
 How much time do you spend praying for others or studying to teach?  

With whom do/could you spend time to intentionally disciple them in the faith? 

Day Five – 1:27-30
 Paul may come back again to Philippi or he may not. What matters, he stresses, is that they live in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. In all ages—and not least today—the greatest hindrance to the advance of the gospel has been the inconsistency of Christians. The gospel has its greatest influence when the lives of Christians commend it, and that gives us our special responsibility. The Greek word translated conduct yourselves is the one from which our word ‘politics’ comes and the word often conveys the idea of fulfilling one’s duty as citizen. In Philippi, as we have noted, Roman citizenship was prized, but the Philippian Christians had the responsibility to live individually and corporately as heavenly citizens (cf. 3:20). Paul often speaks of the need to stand firm in the face of opposition and difficulty (cf. 1 Cor. 16:13; Gal. 5:1; Eph. 6:11–14; 1 Thes. 3:8; 2 Thes. 2:15)
Read Ephesians 4:1-3. 

How would you describe the life that is lived daily in a manner worthy of the gospel? 

Is this too much to ask of a professing believer in our culture today? Why, or why not? 

Read John 16:33 and 2 Timothy 3:12. 

How can the believer avoid being frightened by those who oppose them?

What two privileges have been granted (gifts of grace) to the believer? (v. 29)

Day Six
Allow yourself some time to explore some other material on these verses.  Here are some suggestions:

http://bible.org/seriespage/philippians-introduction-argument-and-outline 
This is a short commentary over Philippians by well-known New Testament scholar Daniel Wallace.  Don’t try to read the whole thing (phew!), but just look for what interests you and helps your understanding.

http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/index.php?action=getBookSections&cid=8&source=1

This is another short commentary by scholar Gordon Fee.

http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/resources/author-index/a/DA_Carson/scripture/philippians#

These are a wonderful set of audio sermons over Philippians by D.A. Carson.

If you would like to purchase a book-length commentary over Philippians, here are a few suggestions in order of difficulty.

· Ralph Martin, New Century Bible

· Frank Thielman, Philippians: NIV Application Series

· John MacArthur, Philippians: The MacArthur New Testament Commentary series
· Gordon Fee, Philippians: New International Commentary on the New Testament

· P.T. O’Brien, Philippians: New International Greek Commentary on the New Testament
