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Day One – Recap of 1:15-23
Over the next months we will be studying the gospel of Matthew.  Matthew has twenty eight chapters so it will require a significant amount of time to study through.  It is one of the three synoptic gospels.  Often due to the number of connections with the synoptics (Matthew, Mark, Luke) one seeks to blend these three together.  Although this can be helpful our emphasis will be to focus on the story that is revealed through Matthew.  One of the things that will help us while studying Matthew will be to recognize that a gospel is a unique genre.  It is not just a history book, although it is factual, it is a message.  It is a message about Jesus.  We must seek to understand the message of the book and not just see it as verifying Jesus as a person who walked on earth and died on a cross.   It is calling us to respond to put our trust in Him, to see him as the one who fulfills all of God’s promises.  

The following will hopefully be a helpful outline for you.

Narrative-Discourse Outline –D.A. Allyson

1-4
Narrative


Intro: main character introduced


5-7

Discourse

Jesus’ demands upon Israel


8-9
Narrative


Jesus’ deeds within and for Israel


10

Discourse

Ministry through others’ words and deeds


11-12
Narrative


Israel’s negative response


13

Discourse

Explanation of Israel’s negative response


14-17
Narrative


Founding of the Church


18

Discourse

Teaching for the Church


19-23
Narrative


Commencement of the Passion


24-25

Discourse

The future: judgment and salvation


26-28
Narrative


Conclusion: passion and resurrection

Spend some time thinking through this outline and I hope it will be very helpful for you as we travel through this book.  
This week we will observe the first ten chapters of the book so that you can get your mind around what is taking place.  Then we will walk through Matthew Chapter by Chapter.  
Day 2  
Read Matthew Ch. 1.1,17 Why do you think Jesus family tree is important?
Read 1.18-25

Who does the angel speak to? What is the response of Joseph to his message?  Why will the baby be named Jesus and what other names are mentioned concerning Jesus?
How does Matthew in ch.1 reveal the purpose of Jesus coming?
Day 3 
Read ch. 2.1 where was Jesus born?  Who came to see him?  Where were they from?  Why did they come v.2?  How did Herod and Israel respond to this in v.3?  

What kind of responses do we see today when we speak about Jesus?  
Read 2.13-15 Where did Jesus go, and what does Matthew clearly include about this move?

Read 2.19-20, 23  Who appears for the third time to Joseph?  As a result of the visit, where do they move?
Matthew has noted Jesus his lineage, birth, events surrounding his early life.  Why would you consider those events to be critical?

Day 4  

Now we fast forward many years later when he becomes a young man.  Read ch. 3.1-3 Who is preaching in the wilderness?  What is his message and what prophecy is fulfilled?   

When we share the gospel, should our message mirror John the Baptist?  Why or why not?
In 3.13-17 John baptizes Jesus.  Read 3.16-17.  Note that the God the Spirit and God the Father are present.  What is the statement of God the Father?  How does this give you confidence in Jesus?
Read 4.1 Where does the Spirit lead Jesus?
Jesus is victorious when  he faces Satan, how is this different from others in scripture who face Satan?  How does this give you hope in him?  How does this strengthen you in temptation?
Day 5  
Read ch. 4.23-25, What do you learn about Jesus ministry?  What two things do you see him do in v. 23?  

Turn to ch. 9:35.  Note the repeated phrase.  These are like bookends that hold chs. 5-9 together.  How do the two aspects of Jesus ministry validate the claims of chs. 1-4?

Turn back to ch. 5.1-2  What does Jesus sit down and do?  Also read 7.28-29.  This whole section is called the ‘Sermon on the Mount’.  There are so many rich truths here.  If you have time to read it this week do so.  
How does the crow respond to his words in ch. 7.28-29?

Now take a look at ch. 8.1-4.  What is this story about?  

If you have time read chapters 8-9, if not just note that these two chapters are stories about Jesus healing ministry.  Now take a look at ch. 8.8, 32-33.  Note how the people responded to his works. 
Day Six
Read 9:36-10:1
Why does Jesus send his disciples?  What does he give them authority to do?

Jesus tells them that some will receive them and others reject them.  He calls upon them to fear God rather than men.  Read 10:38-39, What is Jesus asking of his disciples?
Does he call for this kind of allegiance in us?
From Ch. 1-4
How might you describe the message about Jesus in one sentence?

An example: Jesus is born, visited by Magi, baptized by John, and overcomes when tempted by Satan.

From Ch. 5-9 

How might you summarize the message about Jesus in one sentence?

From Ch. 10

How might you summarize the message to disciples in on sentence?
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