                                                                                                    Ephesians 6:5-9


                                 December 6, 2009

Day One – Recap of Eph 6:1-4
On Sunday,  I was unable to teach through the entire portion of the study guide text.  As a result we will examine the Ephesians 6:5-9 this week.  
This last week we studied Paul’s command for children to obey and honor their parents.  This is difficult because we are naturally inclined toward rejecting authority.  As adults we have the same struggles but they just manifest themselves in different ways.  As children seek to honor the Lord it is very important that they recognize that to say they love God and yet to not obey and honor their parents is inconsistent.  It is like a man saying he loves God but rejecting his wife.  As a child I often thought that the bible especially preaching was for adults.  I was reminded of this because prior to Sunday one of my brothers told his son that I was going to be preaching to him.  In response his son said, “Is Uncle Jared teaching my Sunday School class?”  It was hilarious, but in truthfully Christianity is for kids.  Christ calls them to an obedience of faith as he does adults.  When they embrace God’s gracious gift they are surrendering to his Lordship.  One of the major responsibilities to their Lord is their commitment to obey and honor their parents.  We need to pray that our kids will embrace a biblical worldview and out of a heart of gratitude they would obey and honor their parents.  When they fail to do so pray that they would learn to repent of their sins and put their trust in Christ to deliver and to empower them to walk forward in an obedience of faith.  
Parents have the tremendous responsibility of disciplining and instructing their children so that they understand who God is and learn to walk with him.  Parents are discipling their whether they know it or not.  As they lead their children they should be seeking to raise up men and women who will walk with God so that they will be fully functional members of their church, home, and society.  This is a daunting task and it must be done with fear and trembling.  One of the dangers facing our world today is that parenting can be replaced by programs.  Instead of actually spending quality and quantity time with your kids you could easily fill their lives with activities that take up every day of the week.  In an effort to make sure your kids don’t miss out on something, they could miss the very thing that they need most.  What do they need most?  It is time with you preparing them to live a life most to God’s glory.  They need to learn sufficient skills so that they will mature spiritually, personally, economically, physically, sexually, morally, ethically, relationally, socially, and verbally.  Who are they learning these skills from? I am afraid if we were honest we would have to admit that there is very little thought given to modeling and teaching concerning these things.   May we be a church that helps rather than hinders in this process and it is my prayer that you will be intentional with your family.  
Please take some time to pray about these very real and pressing issues.  
Day Two – Read Ephesians 6:5-9
What is the third example of submission that we see in this text? 
Summarize God’s instructions to slaves.  Listing them point by point (including the motives to accompany actions) will help you remember them.  (Motive is so important!) 
What are masters to know, remember, and do?  And why?  What is the admonition?
Have you noticed that in each of the three relationships given as examples (5:22-6:9), Paul has given a command to the submissive party and then a command to the one in authority.  Why do you think he does this?   Do you ever emphasize your rights and neglect your responsibilities? 

Day Three – Ephesians 
How would you describe ‘fear and trembling’ in v. 5?
How does this relate to their relationship with Jesus?
Why is it important for him to note with a sincere heart?

Is it difficult for you to serve other people?

What does he mean by ‘eye service’ or ‘people pleasers’?  Note a few examples of this that come to your mind.

From v.6b-7, how is your service (attitudes and actions) to others connected to your service of God?  What steps do you take to ensure that you heart and actions are faithfully serving god and men?


 
 

Day Four 
Read Mark 10:41-45.  Listen to what Jesus taught His disciples and how He modeled it.  Write down your insights. 
But you may say, “You don’t know how cruel my employer [master] is!”  

Read 1 Peter 2:18-25. 

What is the promise in Ephesians and Colossians to the God-fearing, God-honoring slave?  How does it relate to Revelation 22:12 and to you? 
 
Remember, genuine faith in the Gospel bonded men and women from all walks and ranks of life into a whole new body—one new man, the Church of Jesus Christ.  Masters and slaves were now members of one another!  As Galatians 3:28 puts it , in Christ there is neither slave nor free.   

Read Ephesians 6:1 and Colossians 4:1. 

In v.8 what is the promise that we see in v.8 to the slave and free?

What might Paul be speaking of here?  Is reward for faithfulness a good motivator?  Is it something that motivates you?

 
Day Five – Read 6:5-8
Why are the Master’s told to stop threatening?  Why would this be a temptation?

How does Paul correct any feeling of superiority?  What might keep a master in check from this verse?

How do you treat those who are under your direction?  Do you know people who are power hungry? Do you love to be served?  Would you be the kind of master that Jesus is?

How do these commands relate to present day employer and employee relations?

If you are an employee how does this text speak to you? List a few examples.

If you are an employer how might this speak to you? List a few examples.
 


Day Six
Take some time to consult other resources in order to better understand this text.  Here are a few suggestions:

Commentary by Charles Hodge - http://www.lgmarshall.org/Bible/hodge_ephesians.html
“The older the violin, the sweeter the music…”

Overview by Sam Storms - http://www.enjoyinggodministries.com/article/introduction-to-ephesians/
Sermons in Ephesians by Ligon Duncan: http://www.fpcjackson.org/resources/sermons/Ephesians/index_to_ephesians.htm
The book-length commentaries by P.T. O’Brien, John Stott, and Klyne Snodgrass should also prove to be helpful.  They are all readily available for purchase online.

