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                                  November 29, 2009

Day One – Recap of Psalm 145
 The idea of Thanksgiving/thanksgiving seems to be popping up a lot lately.  If you’ll remember the text from a few weeks ago, Paul commanded us to replace idolatry and sexual sin with thanksgiving.  As we discussed then, it appears there is more to thankfulness than meets the eye.  How are gratitude and praise able to battle sin, not to mention significant enough to merit their own holiday?
I feel unequal to the task of understanding all of this.  Not to say this sensation is out of the ordinary, but I feel it especially this week.  Describing the adoration of a holy God with a keyboard is like using infant gibberish to explain quantum mechanics.  It just doesn’t work.  This guy says it well:

I bless thee for the soul thou hast created,

for adorning it, for sanctifying it, though it is fixed in barren soil;

for the body thou hast given me,

for preserving its strength and vigour,

for providing senses to enjoy delights,

for the ease and freedom of my limbs,

for hands, eyes, ears that do thy bidding;

for thy royal bounty providing my daily support,

for a full table and overflowing cup,

for appetite, taste, sweetness,

for social joys of relatives and friends,

for ability to serve others,

for a heart that feels sorrows and necessities,

for a mind to care for my fellow-men,

for opportunities of spreading happiness around,

for loved ones in the joys of heaven,

for my own expectation of seeing thee clearly.
I love thee above the powers of language to express, for what thou art to thy creatures.
The best way to understand our call to praise God is simply to do it often and wholeheartedly.   



Day Two – Read Ephesians 6:1-9
List the groups of people addressed in these verses. 
The author’s first command is to children.  What is God’s will for them? 
 

Look up obey and record what you learn.  Compare it with the verb be subject in Ephesians 5:22. 

 

Now read Ephesians 6:3 and compare it with Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16. 

Day Three – Ephesians 6:4
Look up discipline and instruction and record your insights. 
 
 

Compare Ephesians 6:4 with Deuteronomy 6:1-9 and note what God expects of fathers.
 
 

If a father follows these two passages, what kind of involvement will he have with his children? 
 
 

If you are a father, how has God spoken to you?  What changes do you need to make if you are not doing what God commands? 

Day Four 
Proverbs is filled with wisdom for a variety of life’s challenges.  Read the following verses that expand God’s words in Ephesians.  They’ll give you good insight on parenting.  And there’s a chapter for every day of the month! 

Proverbs 4:1-6

Proverbs 6:20-23 (We want you to see that mothers are mentioned!)

Proverbs 22:6

Proverbs 23:13

Proverbs 13:24

Proverbs 19:18, 26, 27

Proverbs 29:17 
Day Five – Read 6:5-8
Summarize God’s instructions to slaves.  Listing them point by point (including the motives to accompany actions) will help you remember them.  (Motive is so important!) 
 
 
 
 
 

Compare these verses with Colossians 3:22-25.   

Define eye-service. 
 

Define people-pleasers. 
 

Do these words apply if you are not a slave? 
 
 

Read Mark 10:41-45.  Listen to what Jesus taught His disciples and how He modeled it.  Write down your insights. 
But you may say, “You don’t know how cruel my employer [master] is!”  

Read 1 Peter 2:18-25. 

What is the promise in Ephesians and Colossians to the God-fearing, God-honoring slave?  How does it relate to Revelation 22:12 and to you? 
 

Remember, genuine faith in the Gospel bonded men and women from all walks and ranks of life into a whole new body—one new man, the Church of Jesus Christ.  Masters and slaves were now members of one another!  As Galatians 3:28 puts it , in Christ there is neither slave nor free.   

Read Ephesians 6:1 and Colossians 4:1. 

What are masters to know, remember, and do?  And why?  What is the admonition?
Day Six
Take some time to consult other resources in order to better understand this text.  Here are a few suggestions:

Commentary by Charles Hodge - http://www.lgmarshall.org/Bible/hodge_ephesians.html
“The older the violin, the sweeter the music…”

Overview by Sam Storms - http://www.enjoyinggodministries.com/article/introduction-to-ephesians/
Sermons in Ephesians by Ligon Duncan: http://www.fpcjackson.org/resources/sermons/Ephesians/index_to_ephesians.htm
The book-length commentaries by P.T. O’Brien, John Stott, and Klyne Snodgrass should also prove to be helpful.  They are all readily available for purchase online.

