                                                                                                    Ephesians 3:1-13


                                         October 11, 2009

Day One – Recap of 2:11-22
Upon first inspection, this text appears deceivingly specific and simple in its subject.  It does have some deep stuff, but actually sounds more like “Can’t you two just get along?”  2:11-22 at least seems a slight disappointment after all the high-flying material we’ve seen so far.  That might be a first inspection…
I think it’s difficult for us to really apprehend what’s going on here.  Whereas we have been raised to understand our faith as multi-ethnic and open for all people, the Jews had not.  Whereas we are constantly told to judge a person on their own individual merits and look past racial distinctions, the Jews were not.  This coupled with the fervent anti-Semitism of the Ephesians and you had a full-blown recipe for disaster.  Nothing but the Gospel of Jesus Christ could bring these two groups together, and even then it didn’t seem to be a sure thing.  
Paul has gone to great lengths in the preceding verses to explain salvation to the Ephesians, giving us a beautiful picture of our redemption.  His burden was to clarify salvation between God and his people.  His burden now turns to explaining some of the more horizontal aspects of our salvation, the reconciliation of two formerly estranged groups of people.  

Jews and Gentiles were adversaries on both social and religious grounds, and Paul makes it clear that their reconciliation must take place in both arenas.  If the Christians in Ephesus were to demonstrate the love of Christ to their community, there could be no division between them.  Under the banner of the Gospel, different races and cultures can forget their differences and focus on their unity in Christ.  This had to happen in Ephesus or the church would never achieve any unity and therefore would forfeit any positive witness for the Gospel.

If the social and cultural distinctions between Jews and Gentiles were causing division, the religious differences would surely eliminate any hope of unity.   The Jews had 2,000 years of collective religious pride in their special status before God, whereas the Ephesians were open idolaters before their conversion.  All the Jews knew was a formal system of religious identity, and asking them to move on was often more than they were able to bear.  This issue actually commands a great deal of space throughout the New Testament and was certainly one of the biggest issues facing the early church.  Just how much Jewishness is required for Christians?
This is not an easy question, but we at least know that Christianity required less Jewishness than the Jews may have thought.  Paul’s message here is that although the older religious structures prevented the Gentiles from access to God, access was now granted through Christ.  The importance of Jewishness, both the structures and ethnic distinctions, had now changed.  Since everyone had the same relationship to Adam and was a sinner before God, only your relationship with Christ mattered, not your relationship to Abraham.  

The result is something greater than anything that might have been achieved under the old system.  The importance of ethnicity receded into the background in light of Christ, the one who desires a possession from all races.  The temple now goes throughout the earth, allowing access to all who will claim the name of Christ.  

You probably don’t struggle with adding circumcision or temple worship to your understanding of salvation, but you probably add something.  Ask the Lord to reveal this to you so that you can trust only in Christ.

Take a moment and just thank the Lord for extending his promise to those outside the nation of Israel.  We do serve a gracious and merciful God!

Day Two – Read 3:1-13
For this reason’ in verse one refers back to the group of unifying truths Paul has just discussed in chapter 2:15b-22.  Review those verses and make a list of the unifying truths. 

 

How would you explain the phrase in verse 1 ‘I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles’? 
 

Day Three – Read 3:1-13
Read Acts 22:17, 21; 26:16-18 to give you some background on what Paul is saying in verse 3.   

What is the mystery to which he is referring? 

Paul mentions ‘the gospel’ in verse 7.  If you were asked by someone to explain what is meant when the Bible speaks of the gospel, what would you say?

 

Would the context of the letter to the Ephesians cause you to add to your basic definition of the gospel? 

Day Four – Read 3:7-11
How is the gospel spread?  Read Romans 10:14.   

Where do we fit in God’s plan to spread the gospel?

 

What is the meaning of the word minister? 

Read 1 Corinthians 15:10 to get Paul’s perspective of his being made a minister.

Also read Colossians 1:29 and 1 Corinthians 3:5. 

Day Five – Read 3:7-11
Why do you think Paul referred to himself as ‘the very least of all the saints’? 

How would you compare yourself to “all the saints?”  Be honest.

 

What is the best way to describe the unsearchable riches of Christ? 

Why does Paul emphasize that we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him?

 

Read Hebrews 4:15-16.

Day Six
Take some time to consult other resources in order to better understand this text.  Here are a few suggestions:

Commentary by Charles Hodge - http://www.lgmarshall.org/Bible/hodge_ephesians.html
“The older the violin, the sweeter the music…”

Overview by Sam Storms - http://www.enjoyinggodministries.com/article/introduction-to-ephesians/
Sermons in Ephesians by Ligon Duncan: http://www.fpcjackson.org/resources/sermons/Ephesians/index_to_ephesians.htm
The book-length commentaries by P.T. O’Brien, John Stott, and Klyne Snodgrass should also prove to be helpful.  They are all readily available for purchase online.


